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On May 30, 1961, a hail of bullets ended the life of Generalissimo Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, known to

his countrymen as "The Goat" for his many revolting excesses, after thirty-one years of brutal rule

over the Dominican Republic. This book is a riveting, minute-by-minute account of the plot to kill

Trujillo, who was then the Western Hemisphere's most ruthless dictator, and the ferocious wave of

revenge that ensued before his regime collapsed. The book also reveals the vacillating role of the

United States - and the CIA - in first propping up the dictator, and then supplying weapons to slay

him.
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As you'll know if you've been to Santo Domingo, Robert Crassweller's "Trujillo" has long been the

best-known biography of the dead Dominican dictator, perhaps owing partly to its omnipresence in

the island's hotel gift shops. But "Death of the Goat" by Bernard Diederich is in my opinion the best

and most readable non-fiction work through which to explore Trujillo and his bloody regime."Death

of the Goat" has as its focal point the assasination of Rafael Trujillo, that is, the end of a

30-year-long story: the preparations, the backgrounds of the assasins, the frantic attempts to hide

once the deed was done. But while focusing on the deed Diederich does an outstanding job of

explaining how things got to that point, and does so less with the formality of a historian than with

the incisiveness of an investigative reporter. This book is especially valuable for the light it sheds on



the six months after Trujillo's assasination. Far from bringing about an immediate collapse to the

regime, the assasination ushered in a six-month reign of terror during which Trujillo's family, led by

the bloodthirsty Ramfis, exacted horrifyingly gruesome revenge on anyone they believed to have

been involved in the plot. The torture visited on men such as father and son Miguel Angel BÃ¡ez

and Miguel Angel BÃ¡ez Diaz is painful to read about even today and definitely not for those with

weak stomachs. The curtain did not really fall on the "Era of Trujillo" until his sons executed their

last captives at Trujillo's hacienda in November 1961 and then fled the country with their father's

body and a hefty chunk of their nation's wealth.The insightful and shocking look Diederich provides

at the period after the assasination is essential reading for anyone seeking knowledge of the

modern Dominican Republic.
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